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A different type of carnival 
It seems very strange to not be having our umbrella judging today and be getting ready to 
walk with the children in the Children’s Carnival which would have been tomorrow. Instead 
we have still made our mini-floats and from next Monday 28th September they will be on 
display for two weeks in the window of the Ilminster Emporium in a Carnival celebration 
display. Do go and have a look if you are out and about in Ilminster and our thanks to the 
Ilminster Emporium for letting us use their window space. 
 
 
We are not totally forgetting about umbrellas and instead of making these we are asking for 
you to draw a design for one. You can add labels and other explanations if this helps (adults 
can help with this for the younger ones) and we will be awarding certificates and hope that 
these can be judged by members of the Ilminster Carnival Committee. Your child will come 
home with an entry form and these should be returned to their class by Monday 12th 
October.

 

Coronavirus in children – symptoms and testing 
We have been asked to share this advice by the Local Authority so that we have a County 
wide approach to keeping safe during Covid 19.  
As we approach winter and more children are attending school and early years settings there 
is likely to be an increase in the number of children experiencing mild respiratory symptoms 
such as runny noses and colds. Children with these symptoms do not require self-isolation or 
testing for them or the wider family.  
The three main symptoms of coronavirus in children are: 
 
a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 

need to measure your temperature) 

a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 

smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

If any child in your setting displays any of these symptoms then it is very important that they 
are asked to go home, self-isolate with their family and get a test. They cannot return until 
they receive a negative test.  
We need to ensure that we can prioritise testing for people displaying at least one of these 
three symptoms listed above. More information is available here: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/

about:blank
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fsymptoms%2Fcoronavirus-in-children%2F&data=02%7C01%7CMSGriffin%40somerset.gov.uk%7C12a80c1aea704345411108d8596a621e%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637357660727661135&sdata=Wqxh1Xcxot2v6wN4N%2B%2FrueF73%2BNzXGqpKCpF1GRSfEk%3D&reserved=0


 

Dropping off and picking up 
Thank you for the support of so many 

families in trying to make dropping off and 

picking up as safe as possible for 

everyone at Greenfylde. Please can we 

ask everyone to only bring one adult for 

each family to reduce congestion and to 

only come at your allocated time so that 

children can be in the right place for their 

class going in. As you all get to know each 

other in your child’s class it will become 

easier to see where one class ends and 

another starts but for now please can we 

try and manage this by only lining up in 

that line when it is the time for your class. 

We are also still requesting that vehicles 

should avoid travelling down Wharf Lane 

unless they live there or have disabled 

access. Please can we remind families 

that are walking in the road to be vigilant 

about where their children are especially 

watching for vehicles/bicycles coming 

along the road. 

Police are now going to be monitoring this 

area so please can we all play our part in 

staying safe. 

 

 

 

 

Harvest – dates for the diary 
A reminder about Harvest dates when all 
are welcome via Zoom (link to be sent 
direct to families) and attached to this 
newsletter is a list of items that we would 
like to collect for Ilminster Foodbank. It 
would be wonderful if we could ask for one 
item from every child and these can be 
brought into classes from Monday 12th to 
Thursday 15th October. 
 
Monday 12th October         
Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4)      9.15am  
Wednesday 14th October      
EYFS (Reception)     9.15am  
Thursday 15th October    
Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2)  9.15am  

 

Safeguarding 
A couple of safeguarding reminders. 
Firstly, please can children bring a coat to 
school as the weather is colder and we 
have had rain but are still going outside 
wherever possible. We do have spares to 
loan to the children but know they prefer to 
wear their own. 
Secondly, please can we remind families 
to regularly check their children’s hair for 
head lice. If you need advice, your local 
pharmacy is always a good place to go.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appointments 
If your child needs to leave during the day 
for an appointment please can you email 
this to the office with a copy of the 
appointment letter if available, giving 48 
hours’ notice. We realise emergency 
appointments will be different but if this is 
say a planned hospital/therapy 
appointment please can the office have 
this notice so they can arrange collection 
points etc. 

 

Admissions 
If your child is due to start or transfer 

school for September 2021, it is now time 
to make your application. 
The deadline for primary phase 
applications is 15th January. 
The deadline for secondary phase 
applications is 31st October. 
Please apply online by visiting 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-
and-
families/  https://www.somerset.gov.uk/edu
cation-and-families/ 
Reception starters for September 2021 will 
have been bore between 01/09/16 – 
31/08/17 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.somerset.gov.uk%2Feducation-and-families%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJSWatch%40somerset.gov.uk%7Ccf35b61c7e5140506ed008d85bb1d90a%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637360166701765126&sdata=EgkMTekRWeAXVYlEAgxV0zr4DkyhgUcfZInIYA3RAwc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.somerset.gov.uk%2Feducation-and-families%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJSWatch%40somerset.gov.uk%7Ccf35b61c7e5140506ed008d85bb1d90a%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637360166701765126&sdata=EgkMTekRWeAXVYlEAgxV0zr4DkyhgUcfZInIYA3RAwc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.somerset.gov.uk%2Feducation-and-families%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJSWatch%40somerset.gov.uk%7Ccf35b61c7e5140506ed008d85bb1d90a%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637360166701765126&sdata=EgkMTekRWeAXVYlEAgxV0zr4DkyhgUcfZInIYA3RAwc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/


 

Star of the Week 
Congratulations to our stars of the week. 
 
Dove  Beth C & Albert W    
 
Pippin  Oliver H & Daisy W 
    
Golden Emily N & Lucian-Rae M   
 
Puffin  Rian P & Ola P   
 
Camelot Cody C & Betsy B   
 
Hook  Leon P & Myrtle P-B   
 
Dunkerton Leo W & Lillie W   
 
Morgan Oscar C & Skylah D   
 
Ashton Amelie R & Kallie D   
 
Coker  Jennifer A & James  P 
    
Coopers Poppy H & Hunter A   
 
Gatcombe Jamie H & Bethany S 
    
Children will have their certificates and stars presented in class on Friday 2nd October at 
9.30am for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 and Thursday 1st October at 9.30am for Years 3 
and 4. Families of the recipients are welcome to attend via Zoom and a link will be sent out 
to the contact emails we have for our Stars of the Week. 
 
Please note if joining via Zoom no recordings or screen shots should be taken of the 
sessions for safeguarding. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A guide to when we are using online communication 

We have had some questions about when we are using technology to work with families 
so we hope this quick guide below helps everyone know what is happening. 

Tapestry (Reception children) 

We will continue to use Tapestry as part of our daily practice to record observations of the 
children whilst at school. We encourage you to add observations or wow moments of your 
child whilst at home. We will also be using Tapestry to share our weekly sharing letters. Our 
blended learning will also be added to Tapestry. Please see our blended learning grid for 
more information about this. 

Class Dojo (Years 1-4) 

We loved using class dojo during lockdown to be able to stay in touch with the children in our 
classes. Now that we are back at school, we are still using dojo for reward points like we did 
before lockdown. We may still put reminders about PE, reading books and other things on 
there so please check this for occasional class updates. Please contact the school office if 
you have any queries or if you would like to speak to your child's teacher and this will be 
arranged. 

We have also put it into a grid format in case that's easier. 

Tapestry (Reception) Class Dojo (Years 1-4) 
G suite/Google classroom (Years 1-
4) 

All that we do, observations, 
sharing letters, blended 
learning, reminders will all be 
through Tapestry. Please 
ensure that you have returned 
your consent forms and set 
your account up.  

Reward points 
Occasional class 
reminders e.g. PE days 

This is where your child's blended 
learning is set and completed if your 
child is in Years 1-4. See our grid for 
blended learning for more details 
about what this looks like depending 
on which situation you and your 
family are in (sent with last week’s 
newsletter) 

You should have received a text and email on Monday with your child's G suite login details. 
If your child is in Years 1-4, follow the link in the text or email to get the username (an email 
address) and the full password for your child. Then, go to classroom.google.com to finish 
setting up your child's account. Please see the how-to guide attached to this newsletter. 
TINA PLEASE CAN YOU ADD THE GUIDE AGAIN FROM LAST WEEK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

  



 

 

  



  



 
Harvest Festival 

Ilminster Churches Together 

Food Bank 

 
Thank you for offering your Harvest Festival collection to the Food Bank. 

These are the goods that would be particularly appreciated at the moment. 
 

 

 

      

      
 

 

 

 

 

                                         
 

  

 

 

Baked beans 

Tuna 

Corned beef 

Tinned hot dogs sausages 

Tinned fruit 

Custard powder  

Angel delight or equivalent 

Fruit Squash 

Cookie/muffin cake mixes 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heinz_Baked_Beans
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://www.mamaowl.co.uk/2014/11/angel-delight-moments-in-time.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smiley
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 
  



 
  



 
  



 


