
GREENFYLDE CHURCH OF ENGLAND FIRST SCHOOL 
Incorporating Cygnets and Sunny Ile Pre Schools 
 
SILVER STREET, ILMINSTER, SOMERSET TA19 0DS  
Telephone:  Ilminster (01460) 52686 
Fax:  Ilminster (01460) 55780 
Email: greenfylde@educ.somerset.gov.uk 
Website Address: www.greenfylde.somerset.sch.uk 

Headteacher:  Miss C. Oaten 
 
Newsletter No: 16 Friday 22nd January 2021 

 

You are all stars! 
 
A year ago, none of us would probably have imagined we would be in a third national 
lockdown and we know that this is and remains, a difficult time for everyone. Nobody’s story 
at this time will be the same, be it pressure from learning at home, working at home or out 
supporting the country as a critical or key worker but please take a moment to realise how 
much you have achieved. As a school, we want to be there for our community in whatever 
way we can as together we are stronger to get through this pandemic. Please keep 
supporting us by following all the lockdown guidance, just as we will as staff, so that we do 
minimise the number of contacts we meet to try and lower community transmission and 
reduce pressure on the NHS. It is so difficult when naturally as humans we are sociable 
beings but please try and ensure your children and families maintain social distancing and 
not meet with others beyond your household and sanctioned bubbles, in order to not only 
protect themselves but also those they may be with, especially those coming into school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a school, we currently have 45% of our school population in as critical workers or 
vulnerable children. We do look at each case on an individual basis and please do not be 
offended if we ask for proof as we will offer places in line with the guidance but also want to 
ensure we can maintain staffing and social distancing in classes (excluding Early Years 
where social distancing guidance is different). Please remember critical workers can be in if 
one parent qualifies but only if there is nobody left at home who could support the blended 
learning. Again, we would reiterate that every family has unique circumstances so we do ask 
that families do not speculate on the circumstances of others, rather if you wish to discuss 
your child you contact us at school. 
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We are very proud of the way our staff have adapted to this full blended learning model, 
especially as with numbers in, all class based staff are needed daily in school. This 
lockdown, as you may be aware is very different as this time, the Government have not 
disapplied the curriculum so learning continues at home and school and teachers are 
ensuring children are not disadvantaged either way in the curriculum they are following. Staff 
are always available to answer any questions on the learning and can be contacted by 
Tapestry, Class DoJo or via the school office. We do appreciate that blended learning can 
feel quite daunting for some, so remember we are here to help but do ask that staff are 
approached respectfully as they are also managing their own needs in this pandemic like 
every other family. 
 
Government guidance is that children in Key Stage 1 should complete 3 hours learning a day 
and 4 hours for those in Key Stage 2. Please note this is not expected to be done in one 
sitting and rather we would suggest lots of breaks, including movement breaks to make this 
more manageable. Also, don’t feel you need to do hours to complete one subject, if your 
child is getting stuck better to stop after a reasonable time and let the teacher know so that 
they can support any misconceptions. 
 
We have loved having our community back together with the Zoom class meetings and 
worships and would encourage all to engage in these to keep that sense of Greenfylde 
belonging. If you have lost any links for these, please contact Hannah our Receptionist via 
the school office. 
 

 

Wellbeing 
Whilst we don’t know how long this current lockdown will last, we would like to encourage 
families to share their wellbeing tips. Please send these in via the school office email and we 
will share via the newsletters. 
 
This week, we have an idea from Arthur and Edward who suggest growing sunflowers to 
brighten up everyone’s day. Here is their wellbeing idea: 
Arthur and Edward would like to invite everyone to grow a neighbourhood Sunflower to 
celebrate our lovely community we live in. 
We have bought some seeds that we are going to share with our neighbours and wondered 
if you could do the same by popping a few in an envelope or a pot and enjoy the fun of 
growing it with your neighbour? 
It’s a nice thing to take our minds off of everything and a good way to check in with your 
neighbours and friends (at a distance of course), there is nothing nicer to think someone is 
thinking of you 
It is just for fun because size doesn't matter, so any type of sunflower will do, seeds can be 
bought locally or online! 
It will be lovely to plant them in our front or back gardens or you could even put in a large pot 
or an old washing up bowl full of compost, be as creative as you like! 
If you don't fancy growing a Sunflower then what about doing a lovely picture of a Sunflower 
for your window, it will make everyone smile as they see it!  
We hope you enjoy joining us in sharing our little way of making us all smile! 
Best wishes 
Arthur & Edward 
 
 

 



 

 

Free School Meal Vouchers 
Now that the Government has reopened the voucher scheme, those eligible for free school 

meals and not in school will be receiving electronic vouchers via email next week. We have 

combined the remaining weeks of this half term into one voucher, which includes £15 per 

child per week or pro rata if your child is attending school for part of the week. At half term 

we will be issuing Tesco gift cards to those families in receipt of free school meals in the 

same way we did at Christmas. Please note this does not include Universal Infant Free 

School meals given to all in Years R, 1 and 2. 

 

Covid  
A reminder that any information e.g if your child or someone in your household is self 
isolating, waiting for a test or when they have received a result should be sent by email to 
the school office at greenfylde@educ.somerset.gov.uk.. 
If your child is still coming into school they must not come in if they have any Covid 
symptoms or if anyone else in their household has them and is waiting for a test. 
Please can we also ask that the adult dropping off/picking up children still in school wears a 
mask if possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading fun 
Each week Oak National Academy online will include a featured author and a chance to read 
some of their books for free. The link is https://library.thenational.academy/ and this week the 
featured author is Jacqueline Wilson. 

 

Further newsletters 
We did try a letter last week like the first lockdown but have decided this time we will keep 
going with our weekly newsletters so look out for these each Friday. 
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